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John Quincy Adams

March 4, 1825, to March 4, 1829

LOUISA CATHERINE JOHNSON was born and educated in London. She met John Quincy Adams there, and they were married in 1797. His father, becoming President, transferred him to Berlin, whither she accompanied him. During Jefferson's terms America was their home, after which Monroe appointed Mr. Adams Minister to Russia, where nearly six years were spent. In 1815 he was made Minister to England. When Napoleon was returning from Elba, Mrs. Adams, traveling from Russia to rejoin her husband at Paris, after several escapes entered the city just after Napoleon's arrival and the flight of the Bourbons. Having graced such high positions, she was eminently fitted to preside at the White House, but ill-health incapacitated her, although at the time Mr. Adams was Secretary of State they entertained most agreeably. When Lafayette last visited America he was entertained by Mr. and Mrs. Adams at the Executive Mansion.

John Quincy Adams

Among the long line of illustrious men, who have been honored by the American people as the Chief Magistrates of the Nation, few are so rarely mentioned at the present day as John Quincy Adams. The popular mind prefers rather to associate the names of Washington, Jefferson, Jackson, Lincoln and Grant when reviewing the great Presidents, whose life-works adorn the history of our country. Yet, when carefully and impartially studied, either as statesman, diplomat or scholar, none stand higher than John Quincy Adams; none were longer in active political life or recognized by so many administrations, and none were ever honored with so many exalted positions, while none had greater opportunities for the study of both American and European statecraft, or were closer students of or associated with so many great questions affecting the creation, the safety, the advancement or the honor and glory of our Nation. He was present at its birth.

Even as a child he heard the cannon booming on Bunker Hill, and saw the burning of Charlestown. When but eleven years of age he was taken by his distinguished father, afterward President himself, to Paris. Here he had the benefit of the elementary French schools.

When only fourteen years of age he was removed to St. Petersburg, Russia. After one year's attention to these duties he determined to visit Stockholm, where he remained during one winter and afterward devoted many months in travel. At this time, and with all this varied experience, he was but sixteen years of age. With such an alluring and fascinating career in one so young, the disposition and power to undertake and overcome the difficulties, which confront every young man, who must later on earn his own livelihood, would seem to have been greatly, if not entirely, impaired. Not so, however, with young Adams. "I am determined to get my own living and to be dependent on no one," were his words. With this resolution he returned to his own land, and began his great political career.

I make the claim now for John Quincy Adams, that to him more, perhaps, than to any other man are we indebted for the successful negotiations which in 1846 recognized the American title to this vast domain, once claimed by Spain, west of the Rocky Mountains and north of the 42d parallel. So impressed was Mr. Adams with the far-reaching importance of his great diplomatic victory, known as the Florida Treaty of 1819, that in the last days of his long and illustrious life, he would fondly revert to that great event, and in his memoirs he says: "I consider the signature of the treaty as the most important event in my life."

President Monroe's term coming to a close, the selection of a successor was considered. The candidates were General Jackson, John Q. Adams, John C. Calhoun, William H. Crawford and Henry Clay. Three of these eminent men were members of Monroe's Cabinet, while Henry Clay was Speaker of the House of Representatives. The vote in the electoral college resulted in no choice, and the House of Representatives was relied upon to decide the contest. Here Mr. Clay gave his support to Mr. Adams, and the latter was elected.

In view of Mr. Clay's support of Mr. Adams it was not a surprise to the country when the former was selected as Secretary of State. It gave rise, however, to the most slanderous charges. The aid of Mr. Clay in the House was considered as a corrupt and well-planned bargain, for which the cabinet appointment, which followed, was the consideration, with the further price of Adams's support of Clay for the Presidency at the next election. Jackson, who was the greatest loser by Clay's coalition with Adams, also openly charged the existence of a bargain between the two. So persistently and so plausibly was this accusation repeated by Jackson's friends that though demonstrated to be untrue, yet it accomplished its work, and both Clay and Adams lost many adherents. With an air of supreme indifference to the assaults upon him, he stepped down from his lofty station and returned to private life, there again to enter into the active duties of a good citizen.

It might now be supposed that one who had reigned so long and so gloriously, and suffered so much of the criticism in the bitter partisan warfare of that time, and especially one of the proud nature of John Quincy Adams, would disdain to accept other and lesser honors. But it was different with him. He believed and invariably expressed himself that his duty was to his country, and, when called upon, he should serve in whatever capacity it might be. When, therefore, his admirers suggested to him a desire that he should represent his State in Congress he assented, and was accordingly elected as a member of the House of Representatives two years after his retirement from the Presidency, and he entered upon the trust as cheerfully as though it were the first honor of his life. To this position he was successively elected for terms which aggregated seventeen years of active service, and there in his seat, in the old hall of the House of Representatives, he was stricken with death at his post of duty, February 21, 1848.

THE COTTON-GIN AND THE SLAVE  POWER

"The invention of the cotton-gin in the year 1793 . . . was destined to develop Southern industry and foster slave-labor more effectually than extreme pro-slavery legislation could have done, and to a wider extent than the most earnest abolitionist could have feared. The cotton-plant was indigenous to America, and the climate of the Southern States was peculiarly adapted to its culture. But the great obstacle in the way of cotton production was the excessive labor necessary to clear the cotton fibers from the seed. The complete separation of a pound of fiber was an average day's work; hence the great cost of preparing it for the market limited the growth of cotton to countries like India, where labor is very cheap. Whitney's invention wholly changed these conditions. By the use of his gin, one man was able to separate fifty pounds of cotton from the seed in a day, and in this way the development of a great agricultural industry was made possible. . . .

Cotton fostered slavery; slavery was the cause of the war between the States."

JAMES FORD RHODES.

Cotton production was so limited before the invention of the cotton-gin that in 1793, the year in which the machine was invented, Congress passed a tariff protecting the domestic crop by a tax of three cents per pound on foreign grown cotton. The production of cotton from 1789 to 1860 increased a thousand fold.

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS

John Quincy Adams, sixth President of the United States, eldest son of John Adams, second President, was born at Braintree, Mass., July 11, 1767. He enjoyed peculiar and rare advantages for education. In childhood he was instructed by his mother, a granddaughter of Colonel John Quincy, and a woman of superior talents. In 1778, when only 11 years old, he accompanied his father to France; attended a school in Paris, and returned home in August, 1779. Having been taken again to Europe by his father in 1780, he pursued his studies at the University of Leyden, where he learned Latin and Greek. In July, 1781, at the age of 14, he was appointed private secretary to Francis Dana, minister to Russia. He remained at St. Petersburg until October, 1782, after which he resumed his studies at The Hague. Was present at the signing of the definitive treaty of peace in Paris, September 3, 1783. He passed some months with his father in London, and returned to the United States to complete his education, entering Harvard College in 1786 and graduating in 1788. He studied law with the celebrated Theophilus Parsons, of Newburyport; was admitted to the bar in 1791, and began to practice in Boston. In 1791 he published in the Boston Centinel, under the signature of "Publicola," a series of able essays, in which he exposed the fallacies and vagaries of the French political reformers. These papers attracted much attention in Europe and the United States. Under the signature of "Marcellus" he wrote, in 1793, several articles, in which he argued that the United States should observe strict neutrality in the war between the French and the British. These writings commended him to the favor of Washington, and he was appointed minister to Holland in May, 1794. In July, 1797, he married Louisa Catherine Johnson, a daughter of Joshua Johnson, of Maryland, who was then American consul at London. In a letter dated February 20, 1797, Washington commended him highly to the elder Adams, and advised the President elect not to withhold promotion from him because he was his son. He was accordingly appointed minister to Berlin in 1797. He negotiated a treaty of amity and commerce with the Prussian Government, and was recalled about February, 1801. He was elected a Senator of the United States by the Federalists of Massachusetts for the term beginning March, 1803. In 1805 he was appointed professor of rhetoric and belles-lettres at Harvard College, and accepted on condition that he should be permitted to attend to his Senatorial duties. He offended the Federalists by supporting Jefferson's embargo act, which was passed in December, 1807, and thus became connected with the Democratic party. He resigned his seat in the Senate in March, 1808, declining to serve for the remainder of the term rather than obey the instructions of the Federalists. In March, 1809, he was appointed by President Madison minister to Russia. During his residence in that country he was nominated to be an associate justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, and confirmed February, 1811; but he declined the appointment. In 1813 Adams, Bayard, Clay, Russell, and Gallatin were appointed commissioners to negotiate a treaty of peace with Great Britain. They met the British diplomatists at Ghent, and after a protracted negotiation of six months signed a treaty of peace December 24, 1814. In the spring of 1815 he was appointed minister to the Court of St. James, remaining there until he was appointed by Mr. Monroe Secretary of State in 1817. In 1824 Adams, Jackson, Crawford, and Clay were candidates for the Presidency. Neither of the candidates having received a majority in the electoral colleges, the election devolved on the House of Representatives. Aided by the influence of Henry Clay, Mr. Adams received the votes of thirteen States, and was elected. He was defeated for reelection in 1828 by General Andrew Jackson. On the 4th of March, 1829, he retired to his estate at Quincy. In 1830 he was elected to Congress, and took his seat in December, 1831. He continued to represent his native district for seventeen years, during which time he was constantly at his post. On the 21st of February, 1848, while in his seat at the Capitol, he was stricken with paralysis, and died on the 23d of that month. He was buried at Quincy, Mass.

