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A COMPILATION OF THE MESSAGES AND PAPERS OF THE PRESIDENTS 

 

BY JAMES D. RICHARDSON 
 

A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 

 

Resolution Authorizing the Compilation 
 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING, 

UNITED STATES SENATE, Washington, D. C., August 20, 1894. Hon. JAMES D. 

RICHARDSON, 
 

House of Representatives. 

SIR :    I am directed by Senator GORMAN, the Chairman of the Joint Committee on Printing, to 

transmit to you the accompanying resolution, adopted by the Joint Committee this day and 
entered upon its journal.  

Very respectfully, 

F. M. Cox, Clerk Joint Committee on Printing. 

 
Whereas Congress has passed the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring, That there be printed and 

bound in cloth six thousand copies of the complete compilation of all the annual, special, and 

veto messages, proclamations, and inaugural addresses of the Presidents of the United States 
from 1789 to 1894, inclusive, two thousand copies for the use of the Senate and four thousand 

copies for the use of the House. The work shall be performed under the direction of the Joint 

Committee on Printing: 

 
Therefore, resolved by the Joint Committee on Printing, That Hon. JAMES D. RICHARDSON 

be, and he is hereby, authorized and requested to take charge of the work contemplated in said 

resolution, and prepare, compile, and edit same. He is given full power and discretion to do this 

work for and on behalf of this Committee. 
 

 

VOLUME 1 

 
 

 

1897 

 



 

 
 

Prefatory Note 

 

 
In compliance with the authorization of the Joint Committee on Printing, 

I have undertaken this compilation. 

 

The messages of the several Presidents of the United States  annual, 
veto, and special  are among the most interesting, instructive, and 

valuable contributions to the public literature of our Republic. They 

discuss from the loftiest standpoint nearly all the great questions of 

national policy and many subjects of minor interest which have engaged 
the attention of the people from the beginning of our history, and 

so constitute important and often vital links in their progressive 

development. The proclamations, also, contain matter and sentiment no 

less elevating, interesting, and important. They inspire to the highest 
and most exalted degree the patriotic fervor and love of country in the 

hearts of the people. 

 

It is believed that legislators and other public men, students of our 
national history, and many others will hail with satisfaction the 

compilation and publication of these messages and proclamations in 

such compact form as will render them easily accessible and of ready 

reference. The work can not fail to be exceedingly convenient and useful 
to all who have occasion to consult these documents. The Government has 

never heretofore authorized a like publication. 

 

In executing the commission with which I have been charged I have sought 
to bring together in the several volumes of the series all Presidential 

proclamations, addresses, messages, and communications to Congress 

excepting those nominating persons to office and those which simply 

transmit treaties, and reports of heads of Departments which contain 
no recommendation from the Executive. The utmost effort has been made 

to render the compilation accurate and exhaustive. 

 

Although not required by the terms of the resolution authorizing the 
compilation, it has been deemed wise and wholly consistent with its  

purpose to incorporate in the first volume authentic copies of the 

Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, and the 

Constitution of the United States, together with steel engravings of 
the Capitol, the Executive Mansion, and of the historical painting the 

"Signing of the Declaration of Independence." Steel portraits of the 

Presidents will be inserted each in its appropriate place. 

 



The compilation has not been brought even to its present stage without 

much labor and close application, and the end is far from view; but if it shall prove satisfactory 
to Congress and the country, I will feel compensated for my time and effort. 

 

The first volume of this compilation was given to Congress and the public about May I, 1896. I 

believe I am warranted in saying here that it met with much favor by all who examined it. The 
press of the country was unsparing in its praise. 

 

The resolution authorizing this work required the publication of the annual, special, and veto 

messages, inaugural addresses, and proclamations of the Presidents. I have found in addition to 
these documents others which emanated from the Chief Magistrates, called Executive Orders; 

they are in the nature of proclamations, and have like force and effect. I have therefore included 

all such Executive Orders as may appear to have national importance or to possess more than 

ordinary interest. 
 

The controversy over the United States Bank, including President Jackson's reasons for the 

removal of the deposits from that bank; his Farewell Address, and other important papers, all of 

which are characteristic of the man, are subjects of never failing interest to American bankers, 
business men and publicists. It was during the second Administration of President Jackson that 

the act changing the ratio between the gold and silver dollar was passed. 

 

President Van Buren's message recommending the independent treasury or subtreasury, and the 
discussion of that subject, which terminated in what has been termed "the divorce of the bank 

and state in the fiscal affairs of the Federal Government," and which President Van Buren 

considered a second Declaration of Independence, continue the discussion so vigorously begun 

by Jackson. The controversy with Great Britain in relation to the northeastern boundary of the 
United States is also included in Van Buren's Administration, and will prove highly interesting. 

 

The eight years of our history from March 4, 1841, to March 4, 1849, include the four years' 

term of Harrison and Tyler and also the term of James K. Polk. During the first half of this 
period the death of President Harrison occurred, when for the first time under the Constitution 

the Vice-President succeeded to the office of President. As a matter of public interest, several 

papers relating to the death of President Harrison are inserted. 

 
A number of highly interesting vetoes of President Tyler appear, among which are two vetoing 

bills chartering a United States bank and two vetoing tariff measures. During President Tyler's 

Administration the protective tariff act of 1842 was passed; the sub-treasury law was repealed; 

the treaty with Great Britain of August 9, 1842. was negotiated, settling the northeastern 
boundary controversy, and providing for the final suppression of the African slave trade and for 

the surrender of fugitive criminals; and acts establishing a uniform system of bankruptcy and 

providing for the distribution of the sales of the public lands were passed. The treaty of 

annexation between the United States and the Republic of Texas was negotiated, but v/as 
rejected by the Senate. 

 

During the Administration of President Polk Texas was finally annexed to the United States; 

Texas, Iowa, and Wisconsin were admitted into the Union; the Oregon boundary was settled; the 



independent treasury system was reenacted; the Naval Academy was established ; acts were 

passed establishing the Smithsonian Institution and creating the Department of the Interior; the 
war with Mexico was successfully fought, and the territory known as New Mexico and Upper 

California was acquired. The acquisition of territory by Mr. Polk's Administration added to the 

United States California and New Mexico and portions of Colorado, Utah, and Nevada, a 

territory containing in all 1,193,061 square miles or over 763,000,000 acres, and constituting a 
country more than half as large as all that held by the Republic before he became President. This 

addition to our domain was the next largest in area ever made. It was exceeded only by the 

purchase by President Jefferson of the Louisiana Territory, in which was laid so deep the 

foundation of the country's growth and grandeur. If our country had not already attained that 
rank by the acquisition of the Louisiana Territory, the further additions made by Mr. Polk's 

Administration advanced it at once to a continental power of assured strength and boundless 

promise. 

 
The next twelve years include the four years' term of the Taylor-Fillmore Administration and the 

full terms of Presidents Pierce and Buchanan. This brings the history down to March 4, 1861, the 

beginning of the late war between the States. These twelve years form an important and eventful 

epoch in the affairs of our country, as they immediately precede the war and cover the official 
utterances of the Executives during this period. Some of the more important events and incidents 

of these twelve years are the Bulwer-Clayton treaty with Great Britain for a joint occupancy of 

the proposed ship canal through Central America; the compromise measures of 1850; the 

admission of California, Minnesota, Oregon, and Kansas as States; the Gadsden purchase, by 
which the United States acquired 45,535 square miles of territory, being portions of Arizona and 

New Mexico; the Kansas-Nebraska legislation; the famous Dred Scott decision; the John Brown 

insurrection, and the disruption of the Democratic party in the national campaign of 1860. 

 
Vetoes by President Pierce of "An act making a grant of public lands to the several States for the 

benefit of indigent insane persons"; of six acts relating to internal improvements; of an act for a 

subsidy for ocean mails, and of an act for the ascertainment and allowance of French spoliation 

claims; vetoes by President Buchanan of an act granting lands for agricultural purposes; of two 
acts relating to internal improvements, and of a homestead act, mark the antagonism of these 

Presidents to Congress during the period. 

 

Interesting reading is furnished in the protests of President Buchanan against the action of the 
House of Representatives in ordering the appointment of a committee to investigate the conduct 

of the President. 

 

The Presidential papers during the period from March 4, 1861, to March 4, 1869, relate the 
history of the Civil War and the reconstruction of the Union. No other period of American 

history since the Revolution comprises so many events of surpassing importance. The 

Administrations of Presidents Lincoln and Johnson represent two distinct epochs. That of 

Abraham Lincoln was dedicated to the successful prosecution of the most stupendous war of 
modern times, while that of Andrew Johnson was dedicated to the reestablishment of peace and 

the restoration of the Union as it had existed prior to the war. Strange to say, it fell to the lot of 

the kind hearted humanitarian, who loved peace and his fellow man, to wage the bloody conflict 

of civil war, and the more aggressive, combative character directed the affairs of the Government 



while the land took upon itself the conditions of peace. Yet who can say that each was not best 

suited for his particular sphere of action! A greater lover of his kind has not filled the office of 
President since Thomas Jefferson, and no public servant ever left with the people a gentler 

memory than Abraham Lincoln. A more self willed and determined Chief Executive has not held 

that office since Andrew Johnson, and no public servant ever left with the people a higher 

character for honesty, integrity, and sincerity of purpose and action than Andrew Johnson. The 
life of each of these two great men had been a series of obscure but heroic struggles; each had 

experienced a varied and checkered career; each reached the highest political station of earth. 

Their official state papers are of supreme interest, and comprise the utterances of President 

Lincoln while he in four years placed in the field nearly three millions of soldiers; what he said 
when victories were won or when his armies went down in defeat ; what treasures of blood and 

money it cost to triumph; also, the utterances of President Johnson as he through his eventful 

term waged the fiercest political battle of our country's history in his efforts, along his own lines, 

for the restoration of peace and the reunion of the States. 
 

Interesting papers relating to the death and funeral obsequies of President Lincoln have been 

inserted, as also the more important papers and proceedings connected with the impeachment of 

President Johnson. 
 

The perusal of these papers should enkindle within the heart of every citizen of the American 

Republic, whether he fought on the one side or the other in that unparalleled struggle, or whether 

he has come upon the scene since its closing, a greater love of country, a greater devotion to the 
cause of true liberty, and an undying resolve that all the blessings of a free government and the 

fullest liberty of the individual shall be perpetuated. 

 

The election of General Grant to the Presidency by the people of the United States was another 
instance illustrating the gratitude of a republic to a successful soldier. But for the great civil war 

no one supposes he would ever have been elevated to this exalted post. His services in that heroic 

struggle were such as to win the highest encomiums from his countrymen, and naturally at the 

first opportunity after the closing of the war when a Chief Executive was to be chosen they 
turned their eyes to the most conspicuous figure in that war and made him President of the 

United States. During this period of twelve years    that is, from March 4, 1869, to March 4, 1881    

the legislation for the restoration of the Southern States to their original positions in the Union 

was enacted, the reunion of the States was perfected, and all sections of the land again given full 
and free representation in Congress. Much of the bitterness engendered by the war, and which 

had been left alive at its closing, and which was not diminished to any appreciable extent during 

President Johnson's term, was largely assuaged during President Grant's administration, and 

under that of President Hayes was further softened and almost entirely dissipated. 
 

It will be seen that President Grant in his papers dwelt especially upon the duty of paying the 

national debt in gold and returning to specie payments; that he urged upon Congress a 

proposition to annex Santo Domingo; that during his Administration the "Quaker Peace 
Commission" was appointed to deal with the Indians, the fifteenth amendment to the 

Constitution of the United States was proclaimed, the treaty of Washington was negotiated, and, 

with a subsequent arbitration at Geneva, a settlement was provided of the difficulties relating to 

the Alabama claims and the fisheries; that in 1870 and frequently afterwards he urged upon 



Congress the need of reform in the civil service. His appeals secured the passage of the law of 

March 3, 1871, under which he appointed a civil service commission. This commission framed 
rules, which were approved by the President. They provided for open competitive examination, 

and went into effect January i, 1872; and out of these grew the present civil service rules. One of 

his most important papers was the message vetoing the "inflation bill." The closing months of his 

public life covered the stormy and exciting period following the Presidential election of 1876, 
when the result as between Mr. Tilden and Mr. Hayes was so long in doubt. There is very little, 

however, in any Presidential paper of that period to indicate the great peril to the country and the 

severe strain to which our institutions were subjected in that memorable contest. 

 
The Administration of Mr. Hayes, though it began amid exciting scenes and an unprecedented 

situation which threatened disasters, was rather marked by moderation and a sympathy with what 

he considered true reform. Some of his vetoes are highly interesting, and indicate independence 

of character and that he was not always controlled by mere party politics. One of the most 
famous and best remembered of his messages is that vetoing the Bland-Allison Act, which 

restored the legal tender quality to the silver dollar and provided for its limited coinage. Other 

papers of interest are his message recommending the resumption of specie payments; vetoes of a 

bill to restrict Chinese immigration, of an Army appropriation bill, of a legislative, executive, 
and judicial appropriation bill, and of the act known as the "funding act of 1881." It was during 

Mr. Hayes's Administration (when the Forty-fifth Congress met in extraordinary session on 

March 18, 1879), that for the first time since the Congress that was chosen with Mr. Buchanan in 

1856 the Democratic party was in control of both Houses. 
 

The death of President Garfield at the hand of an assassin early in his Administration created a 

vacancy in the office of the Chief Executive, and for the fourth time in our history the Vice-

President succeeded to that office. The intense excitement throughout the land brought about by 
the tragic death of the President, and the succession of the Vice-President, caused no dangerous 

strain upon our institutions, and once more proof was given, if, indeed, further evidence was 

required, that our Government was strong enough to quietly and peacefully endure a sudden 

change of rulers and of administration, no matter how distressing and odious the cause. 
 

During the Administration of President Arthur a treaty between the United States and the 

Republic of Nicaragua was signed, providing for an inter-oceanic canal across the territory of 

that State. An able and learned discussion of this proposition will be found among his papers. 
This treaty was pending when he retired from office, and was promptly withdrawn by President 

Cleveland. The act to regulate and improve the civil service of the United States was approved 

by President Arthur, and he put into operation rules and regulations wide in their scope and far 

reaching for the enforcement of the measure. In his papers will be found frequent and interesting 
discussions of this question. His vetoes of "An act to execute certain treaty stipulations relating 

to Chinese" and of "An act making appropriations for the construction, repair, and preservation 

of certain works on rivers and harbors, and for other purposes," are interesting and effective 

papers. 
 

Cleveland's accession to the Presidency marked the return of the Democratic party to power. No 

Democrat who had been chosen by his party had held the office since the retirement of 

Buchanan, in 1861. At an early date after Mr. Cleveland's inauguration he became involved in an 



important and rather acrimonious discussion with the Senate on the subject of suspensions from 

office. The Senate demanded of him and of the heads of some of the Executive Departments the 
reasons for the suspension of certain officials, and the papers and correspondence incident 

thereto. In an exhaustive and interesting paper he declined to comply with the demand. His 

annual message of December, 1887, was devoted exclusively to a discussion of the tariff. It is 

conceded by all to be an able document, and is the only instance where a President in his annual 
message made reference to only one question. His vetoes are more numerous than those of any 

other Chief Executive, amounting within the four years to over three hundred, or more than twice 

the number in the aggregate of all his predecessors. These vetoes relate to almost all subjects of 

legislation, but mainly to pension cases and bills providing for the erection of public buildings 
throughout the country. 

 

The work of compiling was begun by me in April, 1895, just after the expiration of the Fifty 

third Congress. I then anticipated that I could complete the work easily within a year. Though I 
have given my entire time to the undertaking when not engaged in my official duties as a 

Representative, instead of completing it within the time mentioned it has occupied me for nearly 

four years. The labor has been far greater than the Joint Committee on Printing or I supposed it 

would be. I had no idea of the difficulties to overcome in obtaining the Presidential papers, 
especially the proclamations and Executive orders. In this Prefatory Note I said above: "I have 

sought to bring together in the several volumes of the series all Presidential proclamations, 

addresses, messages, and communications to Congress excepting those nominating persons to 

office and those which simply transmit treaties, and reports of heads of Departments which 
contain no recommendation from the Executive." But after the appearance of Volume I, and 

while preparing the contents of Volume II, I became convinced that I had made a mistake and 

that the work to be exhaustive should comprise every message of the Presidents transmitting 

reports of heads of Departments and other communications, no matter how brief or unintelligible 
the papers were in themselves, and that to make them intelligible I should insert editorial notes 

explaining them. Having acted upon the other idea in making up Volume I and a portion of 

Volume II, quite a number of such brief papers were intentionally omitted. Being convinced that 

all the papers of the Executives should be inserted, the plan was modified accordingly, and the 
endeavor was thereafter made to publish all of them. 

 

In order, however, that the compilation may be "accurate and exhaustive," I have gone back and 

collected all the papers    those which should have appeared in Volumes I and II, as well as such 
as were unintentionally omitted from the succeeding volumes. While this may occasion some 

little annoyance to the reader who seeks such papers in chronological order, yet, inasmuch as 

they all appear at their proper places in the Encyclopedic Index, it is not believed that any serious 

inconvenience will result. 
 

The editor and compiler has resorted to every possible avenue and has spared no effort to procure 

all public Presidential papers from the beginning of the Government to March 4, 1897. He has 

looked out for every reference to the work in the public prints, has endeavored to read all the 
criticisms made because of omissions, and has availed himself of all the papers to which his 

attention has been called by anyone; has diligently and earnestly sought for same himself, so that 

he feels warranted in saying that if he has given to the country all he could find and all any critic 

or reviewer has been able to find he has done his whole duty, and reasonable complaint can not 



be made if any paper is still omitted. In view of the inaccessibility of many of the messages by 

reason of their not having been entered on the journals of either House of Congress, and of the 
fact that the Government itself does not possess many of the proclamations and Executive orders, 

it may be that there yet can be found a few papers omitted from this work; but with much 

confidence, amounting to a positive conviction, I feel that assurance may be safely given that 

only a few, if any at all, have been overlooked. 
 

Congress in June, 1897, by law requested me to prepare an index to the entire compilation. In 

addition to making the Index simply an index to the various messages and other papers I have 

added to it the encyclopedic feature. There will therefore be found in the Index, in alphabetical 
order, a large number of encyclopedic definitions of words and phrases used by the Chief 

Executives, and of other politico historical subjects. It is believed that this feature will not detract 

in any manner from the Index, but, on the other hand, will add largely to its value and to the 

value of the entire compilation and develop more fully questions or subjects to which only 
indirect reference is made or which are but briefly discussed by them. There will also be found 

short accounts of several hundred battles in which the armies of the United States have been 

engaged; also descriptions of all the States of the Union and of many foreign countries. We have 

striven earnestly to make these encyclopedic articles historically correct, and to this end have 
carefully compared them with the most eminent authorities. This feature was not within the 

scope of the work as contemplated when the resolution authorizing the compilation was passed, 

nor when the act was passed requiring the preparation of the Index; but with the approval of the 

Joint Committee on Printing I have inserted the articles, believing that they would be of interest. 
They contain facts and valuable information not always easily accessible, and it is hoped that 

they will serve to familiarize the young men of the country who read them with its history and its 

trials and make of them better citizens and more devoted lovers of our free institutions. There has 

been no effort or inclination on my part to give partisan bias or political coloring of any nature to 
these articles. On the other hand, I have sought only to furnish reliable historical data and well 

authenticated definitions and to avoid even the appearance of an expression of my own opinion. 

It is proper to add that these articles have all been read and approved by Mr. A. R. Spofford, 

Chief Assistant Librarian of Congress, to whom I now make acknowledgment of my 
indebtedness. 

 

The work has met with public favor far beyond all expectations, and words of praise for it have 

come from all classes and callings. Those who possess it may be assured that they have in their 
libraries all the official utterances of the Presidents of the United States from 1789 to the present 

time that could possibly be found after the most diligent search, and that these utterances are not 

to be found complete in any other publication. 

 
JAMES D. RICHARDSON. 

 

NOTE.    The pages of "The Messages and Papers of the Presidents" have been renumbered from 

page one to the end, and the division into volumes has been altered. This plan is required by the 
addition of new matter and the desirability of keeping the volumes as nearly uniform in size as 

possible. 

  



The Encyclopedic Index is not only an index to the other volumes, not only a key that unlocks 

the treasures of the entire publication, but it is in itself an alphabetically arranged brief history or 
story of the great controlling events constituting the History of the United States. 

 

Under its proper alphabetical classification the story is told of every great subject referred to by 

any of the Presidents in their official Messages, and at the end of each art icle the official 
utterances of the Presidents themselves are cited upon the, subject, so that you may readily turn 

to the page in the body of the work itself for this original information. 

 

Next to the possession of knowledge is the ability to turn at will to where knowledge is to be 
found. 

 

JAMES D. RICHARDSON. 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C., 

 

 February 22, 1896 . 

 
 

 

 

 
Declaration of Independence 

 

July 4, 1776 

 
 

 

Chapter  01 

 
Declaration of Independence 

 

NOTE.  The words "Declaration of Independence" do not appear on 

the original. 
 

 

IN CONGRESS, JULY 4, 1776. 

 
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people 

to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, 
and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal 

station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, 

a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should 

declare the causes which impel them to the separation.  We hold these 



truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.  That to secure 

these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just 

powers from the consent of the governed,  That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the 
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, 

laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in  

such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety 

and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 

accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed 

to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by 

abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train 
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a 

design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 

their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for 

their future security.  Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter 

their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of 

Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all 

having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over 
these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid 

world.  He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and 

necessary for the public good.  He has forbidden his Governors to pass 

Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their 
operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he 

has utterly neglected to attend to them.  He has refused to pass other 

Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those 

people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, 
a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.  He has 

called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, 

and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole 

purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.  He has 
dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly  

firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.  He has refused for 

a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; 

whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned 
to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 

mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 

convulsions within.  He has endeavoured to prevent the population of 

these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization 
of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations 

hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.  He 

has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to 

Laws for establishing Judiciary powers.  He has made Judges dependent 



on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and 

payment of their salaries.  He has erected a multitude of New Offices, 
and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our people, and eat out 

their substance.  He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing 

Armies without the Consent of our legislatures.  He has affected to 

render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.  He 
has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 

constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their 

Acts of pretended Legislation:  For quartering large bodies of armed 

troops among us:  For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment 
for any Murders which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these 

States:  For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:  For 

imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  For depriving us in many 

cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:  For transporting us beyond 
Seas to be tried for pretended offences:  For abolishing the free System 

of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 

Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render 

it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these Colonies:  For taking away our Charters, 

abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms 

of our Governments:  For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring 

themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases 
whatsoever.  He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of 

his Protection and waging War against us.  He has plundered our seas, 

ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the Lives of our 

people.  He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign 
Mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, 

already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely 

paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head 

of a civilized nation.  He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken 
Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their Country, to become 

the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by 

their Hands.  He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has 

endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless 
Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 

destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these 

Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our 

repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, 
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, 

is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. Nor have We been wanting 

in attentions to our British brethren. We have warned them from time 

to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our 

emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice 

and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common 

kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt 



our connections and correspondence They too have been deaf to the voice 

of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold 

the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.   

 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of 
America, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme 

Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, 

and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish 

and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be 
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all 

Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection 

between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally 

dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power 
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and 

to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right 

do.  And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on 

the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other 
our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor. 

 

JOHN HANCOCK 

 
  JOSIAH BARTLETT 

  W'M WHIPPLE 

  SAM'L. ADAMS 

  JOHN ADAMS 
  ROB'T. TREAT PAINE 

  ELBRIDGE GERRY 

  STEP. HOPKINS 

  WILLIAM ELLERY 
  ROGER SHERMAN 

  SAM'EL HUNTINGTON 

  W'M WILLIAMS 

  OLIVER WOLCOTT 
  MATTHEW THORNTON 

  W'M FLOYD 

  PHIL. LIVINGSTON 

  FRAN'S LEWIS 
  LEWIS MORRIS 

  RICH'D STOCKTON 

  JN'O. WITHERSPOON 

  FRA'S. HOPKINSON 
  JOHN HART 

  ABRA CLARK 

  ROB'T. MORRIS 

  BENJAMIN RUSH 



  BENJ'A. FRANKLIN 

  JOHN MORTON 
  GEO CLYMER 

  JA'S. SMITH. 

  GEO. TAYLOR 

  JAMES WILSON 
  GEO. ROSS 

  CAESAR RODNEY 

  GEO READ 

  THO M'KEAN 
  SAMUEL CHASE 

  W'M. PACA 

  THO'S. STONE 

  CHARLES CARROLL of Carrollton 
  GEORGE WYTHE 

  RICHARD HENRY LEE. 

  TH. JEFFERSON 

  BENJ'A. HARRISON 
  THO'S. NELSON jr. 

  FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE 

  CARTER BRAXTON 

  W'M. HOOPER 
  JOSEPH HEWES. 

  JOHN PENN 

  EDWARD RUTLEDGE. 

  THO'S. HEYWARD Jun'r. 
  THOMAS LYNCH Jun'r. 

  ARTHUR MIDDLETON 

  BUTTON GWINNETT 

  LYMAN HALL 
  GEO WALTON. 

 

       *       *       *       *       * 

 
The greatest single factor in enlisting the aid of France for the American colonies in the 

Revolution was Benjamin Franklin. The American philosopher and statesman arrived in Paris on 

December 18, 1777, as American commissioner, to seek recognition and assistance from the 

French. At his arrival, he found both the Court and the people lukewarm towards his cause, but 
the charm and common sense of the American soon won the hearts of all who came into contact 

with him. The illustration shows Franklin being lionized at a court reception. The wreath is being 

placed on his head by the Countess Polignac, to whose right stands the Count de Vergennes. 

Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette are shown seated at the right of the picture. 
 

 

 

Chapter  02 1778 



 

Articles of Confederation 
 

NOTE.  The original is indorsed: Act of Confederation of The 

United States of America. 

 
To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the undersigned 

Delegates of the States affixed to our Names send greeting. Whereas the 

Delegates of the United States of America in Congress assembled did on 

the fifteenth day of November in the Year of our Lord One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy seven, and in the Second Year of the Independence of 

America agree to certain articles of Confederation and perpetual Union 

between the States of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland and 

Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia 

in the Words following, viz. "Articles of Confederation and perpetual 

Union between the states of Newhampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Rhodeisland 

and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, 

South-Carolina and Georgia." 

 

Article I. The Stile of this confederacy shall be "The United States of 
America." 

 

Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom an independence, 

and every Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this 
confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress 

assembled. 

 

Article III. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league 
of friendship with each other, for their common defence, the security 

of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding 

themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or 

attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatsoever. 

 

Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and 

intercourse among the people of the different states in this union, 
the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and 

fugitives from Justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges 

and immunities of free citizens in the several states; and the people 

of each state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other 
state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, 

subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the 

inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restriction shall 

not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into 



any state, to any other state of which the Owner is an inhabitant; 

provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid  
by any state, on the property of the united states, or either of them. 

 

If any Person guilty of, or charged with treason, felony, or other high 

misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be found in any 
of the united states, he shall upon demand of the Governor or executive 

power, of the state from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to 

the state having jurisdiction of his offence. 

 
Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the 

records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates 

of every other state. 

 
Article V. For the more convenient management of the general interests  

of the united states, delegates shall be annually appointed in such 

manner as the legislature of each state shall direct, to meet in  

Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power 
reserved to each state, to recal its delegates, or any of them, at 

any time within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the 

remainder of the Year. 

 
No state shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor by more 

than seven Members; and no person shall be capable of being a delegate 

for more than three years in any term of six years; nor shall any 

person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the 
united states, for which he, or another for his benefit receives any 

salary, fees or emolument of any kind. 

 

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the states, 
and while they act as members of the committee of the states. 

 

In determining questions in the united states, in Congress assembled, 

each state shall have one vote. 
 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or 

questioned in any Court, or place out of Congress, and the members 

of congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests and 
imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and 

attendance on congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of 

the peace. 

 
Article VI. No state without the Consent of the united states in 

congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any embassy 

from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or treaty with 

any King prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of 



profit or trust under the united states, or any of them, accept of any 

present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever from any king, 
prince or foreign state; nor shall the united states in congress 

assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation or 
alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the united states 

in congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for which the 

same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue. 

 
No state shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with any 

stipulations in treaties, entered into by the united states in congress 

assembled, with any king, prince or state, in pursuance of any treaties 

already proposed by congress, to the courts of France and Spain. 
 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any state, except 

such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the united states in 

congress assembled, for the defence of such state, or its trade; nor 
shall any body of forces be kept up by any state, in time of peace, 

except such number only, as in the judgment of the united states, in  

congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts 

necessary for the defence of such state; but every state shall always 
keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed 

and accoutred, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, 

in public stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, and a proper 

quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 
 

No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the united 

states in congress assembled, unless such state be actually invaded 

by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a resolution 
being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the 

danger is so imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the united 

states in congress assembled can be consulted: nor shall any state grant 

commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque or 
reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the united states 

in congress assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state and 

the subjects thereof, against which war has been so declared, and under 

such regulations as shall be established by the united states in 
congress assembled, unless such state be infested by pirates, in which  

case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occasion, and kept so 

long as the danger shall continue, or until the united states in  

congress assembled shall determine otherwise. 
 

Article VII. When land-forces are raised by any state for the common 

defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be 

appointed by the legislature of each state respectively by whom such 



forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall direct, 

and all vacancies shall be filled up by the state which first made the 
appointment. 

 

Article VIII. All charges of war, and all other expences that shall be 

incurred for the common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the 
united states in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a common 

treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states, in proportion 

to the value of all land within each state, granted to or surveyed for 

any Person, as such land and the buildings and improvements thereon 
shall be estimated according to such mode as the united states in 

congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint. 

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the 

authority and direction of the legislatures of the several states within  
the time agreed upon by the united states in congress assembled. 

 

Article IX. The united states in congress assembled, shall have the sole 

and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, except 
in the cases mentioned in the sixth article  of sending and receiving 

ambassadors  entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no 

treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the 

respective states shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and 
duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from 

prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or 

commodities whatsoever  of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, 

what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes 
taken by land or naval forces in the service of the united states shall 

be divided or appropriated.  of granting letters of marque and reprisal 

in times of peace  appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 

felonies committed on the high seas and establishing courts for 
receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures, 

provided that no member of congress shall be appointed a judge of any 

of the said courts. 

 
The united states in congress assembled shall also be the last resort on 

appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter 

may arise between two or more states concerning boundary, jurisdiction 

or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised 
in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority 

or lawful agent of any state in controversy with another shall present 

a petition to congress, stating the matter in question and praying for 

a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of congress to the 
legislative or executive authority of the other state in controversy, 

and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful 

agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent, 

commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and 



determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, congress 

shall name three persons out of each of the united states, and from the 
list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the 

petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; 

and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names as 

congress shall direct, shall in the presence of congress be drawn out by 
lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, 

shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the 

controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear 

the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall 
neglect to attend at the day appointed, without shewing reasons, which 

congress shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to 

strike, the congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of 

each state, and the secretary of congress shall strike in behalf of 
such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the 

court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final 

and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the 

authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, 
the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, 

which shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgment or 

sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to 

congress, and lodged among the acts of congress for the security of the 
parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in 

judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of 

the supreme or superior court of the state, where the cause shall be 

tried, "well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, 
according to the best of his judgment, without favour, affection or hope 

of reward:" provided also that no state shall be deprived of territory 

for the benefit of the united states. 

 
All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under 

different grants of two or more states, whose jurisdictions as they 

may respect such lands, and the states which passed such grants are 

adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time 
claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of 

jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the congress 

of the united states, be finally determined as near as may be in the 

same manner as is before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting 
territorial jurisdiction between different states. 

 

The united states in congress assembled shall also have the sole 

and exclusive right and power of regulating the alloy and value of 
coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective 

states  fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the 

united states.  regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the 

Indians, not members of any of the states, provided that the legislative 



right of any state within its own limits be not infringed or 

violated  establishing and regulating post-offices from one state to 
another, throughout all the united states, and exacting such postage 

on the papers passing thro' the same as may be requisite to defray 

the expences of the said office  appointing all officers of the land 

forces, in the service of the united states, excepting regimental 
officers.  appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and 

commissioning all officers whatever in the service of the united 

states  making rules for the government and regulation of the said 

land and naval forces, and directing their operations. 
 

The united states in congress assembled shall have authority to appoint 

a committee, to sit in the recess of congress, to be denominated 

"A Committee of the States," and to consist of one delegate from each 
state; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be 

necessary for managing the general affairs of the united states under 

their direction  to appoint one of their number to preside, provided 

that no person be allowed to serve in the office of president more than 
one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums 

of Money to be raised for the service of the united states, and to 

appropriate and apply the same for defraying the public expences  to 

borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the united states, 
transmitting every half year to the respective states an account of the 

sums of money so borrowed or emitted,  to build and equip a navy  to 

agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each 

state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants 
in such state; which requisition shall be binding, and thereupon the 

legislature of each state shall appoint the regimental officers, raise 

the men and cloath, arm and equip them in a soldier like manner, at the 

expence of the united states, and the officers and men so cloathed, 
armed and equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the 

time agreed on by the united states in congress assembled: But if 

the united states in congress assembled shall, on consideration of 

circumstances judge proper that any state should not raise men, or 
should raise a smaller number than its quota, and that any other state 

should raise a greater number of men than the quota thereof, such extra 

number shall be raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the 

same manner as the quota of such state, unless the legislature of such 
state shall judge that such extra number cannot be safely spared out of 

the same, in which case they shall raise officer, cloath, arm and equip 

as many of such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the 

officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped, shall march to the 
place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the united states 

in congress assembled. 

 

The united states in congress assembled shall never engage in a war, 



nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter 

into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value 
thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expences necessary for the defence 

and welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor 

borrow money on the credit of the united states, nor appropriate money, 

nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, 
or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a 

commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the 

same: nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning 

from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of 
the united states in congress assembled. 

 

The congress of the united states shall have power to adjourn to any 

time within the year, and to any place within the united states, so that 
no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the space of six 

Months, and shall publish the Journal of their proceedings monthly, 

except such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military  

operations, as in their judgment require secresy; and the yeas and nays 
of the delegates of each state on any question shall be entered on the 

Journal, when it is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a 

state, or any of them, at his or their request shall be furnished with a 

transcript of the said Journal, except such parts as are above excepted, 
to lay before the legislatures of the several states. 

 

Article X. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall be 

authorised to execute, in the recess of congress, such of the powers of 
congress as the united states in congress assembled, by the consent of 

nine states, shall from time to time think expedient to vest them with; 

provided that no power be delegated to the said committee, for the 

exercise of which, by the articles of confederation, the voice of nine 
states in the congress of the united states assembled is requisite. 

 

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in the 

measures of the united states, shall be admitted into, and entitled to  
all the advantages of this union: but no other colony shall be admitted 

into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine states. 

 

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed and debts 
contracted by, or under the authority of congress, before the assembling 

of the united states, in pursuance of the present confederation, shall 

be deemed and considered as a charge against the united states, for 

payment and satisfaction whereof the said united states, and the public 
faith are hereby solemnly pledged. 

 

Article XIII. Every state shall abide by the determinations of the 

united states in congress assembled, on all questions which by this 



confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this 

confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the 
union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter 

be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to in a congress 

of the united states, and be afterwards confirmed by the legislatures of 

every state. 
 

And whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to 

incline the hearts of the legislatures we respectively represent in  

congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said articles 
of confederation and perpetual union. Know Ye that we the 

under-signed delegates, by virtue of the power and authority to us given 

for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of our 

respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and 
every of the said articles of confederation and perpetual union, and all 

and singular the matters and things therein contained: And we do further 

solemnly plight and engage the faith of our respective constituents, 

that they shall abide by the determinations of the united states in 
congress assembled, on all questions, which by the said confederation 

are submitted to them. And that the articles thereof shall be inviolably 

observed by the states we respectively represent, and that the union 

shall be perpetual. In Witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands in 
Congress. Done at Philadelphia in the state of Pennsylvania the ninth 

Day of July in the Year of our Lord one Thousand seven Hundred and 

Seventy-eight, and in the third year of the independence of America. 

 
 

On the part & behalf of the State of New Hampshire 

 

  JOSIAH BARTLETT, JOHN WENTWORTH Jun'r. August 8th 1778 
 

On the part and behalf of The State of Massachusetts Bay 

 

  JOHN HANCOCK, SAMUEL ADAMS, ELBRIDGE GERRY, FRANCIS DANA, 
  JAMES LOVELL, SAMUEL HOLTEN 

 

On the part and behalf of the State of Rhode-Island and Providence 

Plantations 
 

  WILLIAM ELLARY, HENRY MARCHANT, JOHN COLLINS 

 

On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut 
 

  ROGER SHERMAN, SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, OLIVER WOLCOTT, TITUS HOSMER, 

  ANDREW ADAMS 

 



On the Part and Behalf of the State of New York 

 
  JA'S. DUANE, FRA'S. LEWIS, W'M DUER., GOUV MORRIS 

 

On the Part and in Behalf of the State of New Jersey. Nov'r. 26, 1778   

 
  JNO. WITHERSPOON, NATHL. SCUDDER 

 

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania 

 
  ROB'T. MORRIS, DANIEL ROBERDEAU, JON'A. BAYARD SMITH., WILLIAM 

  CLINGAN, JOSEPH REED 22d July 1778 

 

On the part & behalf of the State of Delaware 
 

  THO McKEAN Feby 12 1779, JOHN DICKINSON May 5th 1779, NICHOLAS VAN DYKE 

 

On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland 
 

  JOHN HANSON March 1 1781, DANIEL CARROLL d'o 

 

On the Part and Behalf of the State of Virginia 
 

  RICHARD HENRY LEE, JOHN BANISTER, THOMAS ADAMS, JN'O. HARVIE, 

  FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE 

 
On the part and Behalf of the State of N'o Carolina 

 

  JOHN PENN July 21st 1778, CORN'S HARNETT, JN'O. WILLIAMS 

 
On the part & behalf of the State of South-Carolina 

 

  HENRY LAURENS., WILLIAM HENRY DRAYTON, JN'O. MATHEWS, RICH'D. 

HUTSON., 
  THO'S. HEYWARD Jun'r 

 

On the part & behalf of the State of Georgia 

 
JN'O. WALTON 24th July 1778, ELW'D. TELFAIR., EDW'D. LANGWORTHY. 

 

       *       *       *       *       * 

 
 

Chapter 03 1787 

The Constitution 

 



 

 
The Constitution 

 

NOTE.  The words "The Constitution" do not appear on the original. 

 
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more 

perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide 

for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the 

Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

 

 

Article 1. 
 

Section. 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a 

Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House 

of Representatives. 
 

Section. 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members 

chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the 

Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for 
Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. 

 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the 

Age of twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United 
States, and who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State 

in which he shall be chosen. 

 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several 
States which may be included within this Union, according to their 

respective Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole 

Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term 

of Years, and excluding Indians not taxed, three fifths of all other 
Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after 

the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, and within 

every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law 

direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every 
thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; 

and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire 

shall be entitled to chuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode-Island and 

Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey 
four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, 

North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the 



Executive Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such 

Vacancies. 
 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other 

Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

 
Section. 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two 

Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six 

Years; and each Senator shall have one Vote. 

 
Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first 

Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. 

The Seats of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the 

Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration 
of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the Expiration of the 

sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; and if 

Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of 

the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 
Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall 

then fill such Vacancies. 

 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of 
thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and 

who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which 

he shall be chosen. 

 
The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the 

Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro 
tempore, in the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise 

the Office of President of the United States. 

 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When 
sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When 

the President of the United States is tried, the Chief Justice shall 

preside: And no Person shall be convicted without the Concurrence of 

two thirds of the Members present. 
 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to 

removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office 

of honor, Trust or Profit under the United States: but the Party 
convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, 

Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

 

Section. 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for 



Senators and Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the 

Legislature thereof; but the Congress may at any time by Law make or 
alter such Regulations, except as to the Places of chusing Senators. 

 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such 

Meeting shall be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall 
by Law appoint a different Day. 

 

Section. 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns 

and Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall 
constitute a Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn 

from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of 

absent Members, in such Manner, and under such Penalties as each 

House may provide. 
 

Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its 

Members for disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two 

thirds, expel a Member. 
 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to  

time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment 

require Secrecy; and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House 
on any question shall, at the Desire of one fifth of those Present, 

be entered on the Journal. 

 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the 
Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any 

other Place than that in which the two Houses shall be sitting. 

 

Section. 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a 
Compensation for their Services, to be ascertained by Law, and paid out 

of the Treasury of the United States. They shall in all Cases, except 

Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest 

during their Attendance at the Session of their respective Houses, and 
in going to and returning from the same; and for any Speech or Debate 

in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. 

 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was 
elected, be appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the 

United States which shall have been created, or the Emoluments whereof 

shall have been encreased during such time; and no Person holding any 

Office under the United States, shall be a Member of either House during 
his Continuance in Office. 

 

Section. 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House 

of Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with Amendments 



as on other Bills. 

 
Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the 

Senate, shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of 

the United States; If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall 

return it, with his Objections to that House in which it shall have 
originated, who shall enter the Objections at large on their Journal, 

and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsideration two thirds 

of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together 

with the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be 
reconsidered, and if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall 

become a Law. But in all such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be 

determined by yeas and Nays, and the Names of the Persons voting for 

and against the Bill shall be entered on the Journal of each House 
respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the President within  

ten Days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, 

the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless 

the Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it  
shall not be a Law. 

 

Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate 

and House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of 
Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; 

and before the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or 

being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, according to the Rules and Limitations 
prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

 

Section. 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, 

Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common 
Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, 

Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States; 

 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 
 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, 

and with the Indian Tribes; 

 
To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the 

subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix 
the Standard of Weights and Measures; 

 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and 

current Coin of the United States; 



 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 
 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for 

limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their 

respective Writings and Discoveries; 
 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, 
and Offences against the Law of Nations; 

 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules 

concerning Captures on Land and Water; 
 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use 

shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

 
To provide and maintain a Navy; 

 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval 

Forces; 
 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the 

Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

 
To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and 

for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the 

United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of 

the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the 
discipline prescribed by Congress; 

 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such 

District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of 
particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of 

the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over 

all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in  

which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, 
dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings;  And 

 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 

Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this 
Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any 

Department or Officer thereof. 

 

Section. 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the 



States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited 

by the Congress prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, 
but a Tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten 

dollars for each Person. 

 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, 
unless when in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may 

require it. 

 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 
 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion 

to the Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

 
No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to 

the Ports of one State over those of another: nor shall Vessels bound 
to, or from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in  

another. 

 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of 
Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the 

Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from 

time to time. 

 
No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no 

Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without 

the Consent of the Congress, accept of any present, Emolument, Office, 

or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. 
 

Section. 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or 

Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; coin Money; emit 

Bills of Credit; make any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in  
Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law 

impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or grant any Title of Nobility. 

 

No State shall, without the Consent of  (the) Congress, lay any Imposts 
or Duties on Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary 

for executing it's inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties 

and Imposts, laid by any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the 

Use of the Treasury of the United States; and all such Laws shall be 
subject to the Revision and Controul of  (the) Congress. 

 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of 

Tonnage, keep Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any 



Agreement or Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or 

engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as  
will not admit of delay. 

 

 

Article II. 
 

Section. 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the 

United States of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of 

four Years, and, together with the Vice President, chosen for the same 
Term, be elected, as follows 

 

Each State shall appoint, in such Manner as the Legislature thereof may 

direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and 
Representatives to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but 

no Senator or Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or 

Profit under the United States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

 
The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot 

for two Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of 

the same State with themselves. And they shall make a List of all the 

Persons voted for, and of the Number of Votes for each; which List 
they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the Seat of the 

Government of the United States, directed to the President of the 

Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the Senate 

and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes 
shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes 

shall be the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number 

of Electors appointed; and if there be more than one who have such 

Majority, and have an equal Number of Votes, then the House of 
Representatives shall immediately chuse by Ballot one of them for 

President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the five highest 

on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the President. 

But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the 
Representation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this 

Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the 

States, and a Majority of all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. 

In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the 
greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be the Vice President. 

But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, the Senate 

shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. 

 
The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day 

on which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same 

throughout the United States. 

 



No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United 

States, at the time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be 
eligible to the Office of President; neither shall any Person be 

eligible to that Office who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 

five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within the United States. 

 
In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, 

Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said 

Office, the Same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress 

may by Law provide for the Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or 
Inability, both of the President and Vice President, declaring what 

Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act 

accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be 

elected. 
 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a 

Compensation, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the 

Period for which he shall have been elected, and he shall not receive 
within that Period any other Emolument from the United States, or any of 

them. 

 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the 
following Oath or Affirmation:  "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that 

I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, 

and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the 

Constitution of the United States." 
 

Section. 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and 

Navy of the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, 

when called into the actual Service of the United States; he may require 
the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the 

executive Departments, upon any Subject relating to the Duties of their 

respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant Reprieves and 

Pardons for Offences against the United States, except in Cases of 
Impeachment. 

 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, 

to make Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; 
and he shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the 

Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, 

Judges of the supreme Court, and all other Officers of the United 

States, whose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided for, and 
which shall be established by Law: but the Congress may by Law vest the 

Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the 

President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

 



The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen 

during the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall 
expire at the End of their next Session. 

 

Section. 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information 

of the State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration 
such Measures as he shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, 

on extraordinary Occasions, convene both Houses, or either of them, 

and in Case of Disagreement between them, with Respect to the Time of 

Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such Time as he shall think proper; 
he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; he shall take 

Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall Commission all the 

Officers of the United States. 

 
Section. 4. The President, Vice President and all civil Officers of the 

United States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and 

Conviction of, Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors. 

 
 

Article III. 

 

Section. 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in 
one supreme Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from 

time to time ordain and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and 

inferior Courts, shall hold their Offices during good Behaviour, and 

shall, at stated Times, receive for their Services, a Compensation, 
which shall not be diminished during their Continuance in Office. 

 

Section. 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and 

Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, 
and Treaties made, or which shall be made, under their Authority;  to 

all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;  to 

all Cases of admiralty and maritime Jurisdiction;  to Controversies to 

which the United States shall be a Party;  to Controversies between two 
or more States;  between a State and Citizens of another State;  between 

Citizens of different States,  between Citizens of the same State 

claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, 

or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 
 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, 

and those in which a State shall be Party, the supreme Court shall have 

original Jurisdiction. In all the other Cases before mentioned, the 
supreme Court shall have appellate Jurisdiction, both as to Law and 

Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress 

shall make. 

 



The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by 

Jury; and such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes 
shall have been committed; but when not committed within any State, the 

Trial shall be at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have 

directed. 

 
Section. 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in 

levying War against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them 

Aid and Comfort. No Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the 

Testimony of two Witnesses to the same overt Act, or on Confession in 
open Court. 

 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but 

no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture 
except during the Life of the Person attainted. 

 

 

Article. IV. 
 

Section. 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the 

public Acts, Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State. And 

the Congress may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such 
Acts, Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 

 

Section. 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 

Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 
 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who 

shall flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand 

of the executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered 
up, to be removed to the State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

 

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws 

thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or 
Regulation therein, be discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall 

be delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may 

be due. 

 
Section. 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; 

but no new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of 

any other State; nor any State be formed by the Junction of two or more 

States, or Parts of States, without the Consent of the Legislatures of 
the States concerned as well as of the Congress. 

 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules  

and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging 



to the United States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so 

construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United States, or of any 
particular State. 

 

Section. 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this 

Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them 
against Invasion; and on Application of the Legislature, or of the 

Executive (when the Legislature cannot be convened) against domestic 

Violence. 

 
 

Article. V. 

 

 
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it  

necessary, shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the 

Application of the Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, 

shall call a Convention for proposing Amendments, which, in either 
Case, shall be valid to all Intents and Purposes, as Part of this 

Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three fourths of the 

several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 

or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; 
Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One 

thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first 

and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that 

no State, without its Consent, shall be deprived of it's equal Suffrage 
in the Senate. 

 

 

Article. VI. 
 

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption 

of this Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under 

this Constitution, as under the Confederation. 
 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made 

in Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, 

under the Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of 
the Land; and the Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any 

Thing in the Constitution or Laws of any State to the Contrary 

notwithstanding. 

 
The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of 

the several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, 

both of the United States and of the several States, shall be bound by 

Oath or Affirmation, to support this Constitution; but no religious Test 



shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust 

under the United States. 
 

Article. VII. 

 

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient 
for the Establishment of this Constitution between the States so 

ratifying the Same. 

 

 Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present 
the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand 

seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United 

States of America the Twelfth In Witness whereof We have hereunto 

subscribed our Names, 
 

GEORGE WASHINGTON  Presidt. and deputy from Virginia. 

 

New Hampshire: JOHN LANGDON, NICHOLAS GILMAN. 
 

Massachusetts: NATHANIEL GORHAM, RUFUS KING. 

 

Connecticut: W'M SAM'L JOHNSON, ROGER SHERMAN. 
 

New York: ALEXANDER HAMILTON. 

 

New Jersey: WIL. LIVINGSTON, DAVID BREARLEY, W'M PATERSON, JONA. DAYTON. 
 

Pensylvania: B FRANKLIN, THOMAS MIFFLIN, ROBT. MORRIS, GEO. CLYMER, 

THO'S FITZSIMONS, JARED INGERSOLL, JAMES WILSON, GOUV MORRIS. 

 
Delaware: GEO. READ, GUNNING BEDFORD jun, JOHN DICKINSON, RICHARD 

BASSETT, JACO. BROOM. 

 

Maryland: JAMES McHENRY, DAN OF ST THO'S JENIFER, DAN'L CARROLL. 
 

Virginia: JOHN BLAIR  , JAMES MADISON Jr. 

 

North Carolina: W'M BLOUNT,  RICH'D DOBBS SPAIGHT, HU WILLIAMSON. 
 

South Carolina: J. RUTLEDGE, CHARLES COTESWORTH PINCKNEY, CHARLES 

PINCKNEY, PIERCE BUTLER. 

 
Georgia: WILLIAM FEW, ABR BALDWIN. 

 

 

 



In Convention Monday September 17th 1787. 

 
Present 

 

The States of 

 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Mr Hamilton from New York, 

New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 

South Carolina and Georgia. 

 
That the preceding Constitution be laid before the United States in  

Congress assembled, and that it is the Opinion of this Convention, that 

it should afterwards be submitted to a Convention of Delegates, chosen 

in each State by the People thereof, under the Recommendation of its 
Legislature, for their Assent and Ratification; and that each Convention 

assenting to, and ratifying the Same, should give Notice thereof to the 

United States in Congress assembled. 

 
Resolved, That it is the Opinion of this Convention, that as soon as the 

Conventions of nine States shall have ratified this Constitution, the 

United States in Congress assembled should fix a Day on which Electors  

should be appointed by the States which shall have ratified the same, 
and a Day on which the Electors should assemble to vote for the 

President, and the Time and Place for commencing Proceedings under 

this Constitution. That after such Publication the Electors should be 

appointed, and the Senators and Representatives elected: That the 
Electors should meet on the Day fixed for the Election of the President, 

and should transmit their Votes certified, signed, sealed and directed, 

as the Constitution requires, to the Secretary of the United States in  

Congress assembled, that the Senators and Representatives should convene 
at the Time and Place assigned; that the Senators should appoint a 

President of the Senate, for the sole Purpose of receiving, opening and 

counting the Votes for President; and, that after he shall be chosen, 

the Congress, together with the President, should, without Delay, 
proceed to execute this Constitution. 

 

By the Unanimous Order of the Convention 

 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. Presid't 

 

W. Jackson Secretary. 

 
 

 

Articles in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the 

United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the 



Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of 

the original Constitution. 
 

 

 (Article I.) 

 
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 

or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom 

of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 

assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 
 

 (Article II.) 

 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free 
State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be 

infringed. 

 

 (Article III.) 
 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without 

the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be 

prescribed by law. 
 

 (Article IV.) 

 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, 
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not 

be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, 

supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the 

place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized. 
 

 (Article V.) 

 

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous 
crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in 

cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in 

actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be 

subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; 
nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 

himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process 

of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 

compensation. 
 

 (Article VI.) 

 

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a 



speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district  

wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have 
been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature 

and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against 

him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, 

and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence. 
 

 (Article VII.) 

 

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed 
twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no 

fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of 

the United States, than according to the rules of the common law. 

 
 (Article VIII.) 

 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor 

cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 
 

 (Article IX.) 

 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be 
construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

 

 (Article X.) 

 
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor 

prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, 

or to the people. 

 
 (Article XI.) 

 

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to 

extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against 
one of the United States by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens 

or Subjects of any Foreign State. 

 

 (Article XII.) 
 

The Electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by ballot 

for President and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an 

inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall name in their 
ballots the person voted for as President, and in distinct ballots the 

person voted for as Vice-President, and they shall make distinct lists 

of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons voted for 

as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists 



they shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the 

government of the United States, directed to the President of the 
Senate;  The President of the Senate shall, in the presence of the 

Senate and House of Representatives, open all the certificates and the 

votes shall then be counted;  The person having the greatest number 

of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person 

have such majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not 

exceeding three on the list of those voted for as President, the House 

of Representatives shall choose immediately, by ballot, the President. 
But in choosing the President, the votes shall be taken by states, the 

representation from each state having one vote; a quorum for this 

purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds of the 

states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. 
And if the House of Representatives shall not choose a President 

whenever the right of choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth 

day of March next following, then the Vice-President shall act as 

President, as in the case of the death or other constitutional 
disability of the President.  The person having the greatest number of 

votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be 

a majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person 

have a majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the 
Senate shall choose the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall 

consist of two-thirds of the whole number of Senators, and a majority 

of the whole number shall be necessary to a choice. But no person 

constitutionally ineligible to the office of President shall be 
eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. 

 

Article XIII. 

 
Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a 

punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, 

shall exist within the United States, or any place subject to their 

jurisdiction. 
 

Section. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation. 

 
Article XIV. 

 

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and 

subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States 
and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any 

law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 

United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, 

or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within 



its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

 
Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States  

according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of 

persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right 

to vote at any election for the choice of electors for President and 
Vice President of the United States, Representatives in Congress, the 

Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the members of the 

Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of such 

State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, 
or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other 

crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the 

proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the 

whole number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State. 
 

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, 

or elector of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil 

or military, under the United States, or under any State, who, having 
previously taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of 

the United States, or as a member of any State legislature, or as an 

executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the Constitution 

of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But 

Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such 

disability. 

 
Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, 

authorized by law, including debts incurred for payment of pensions and 

bounties for services in suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall 

not be questioned. But neither the United States nor any State shall 
assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in aid of insurrection 

or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss or 

emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims 

shall be held illegal and void. 
 

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce, by appropriate 

legislation, the provisions of this article. 

 
Article XV. 

 

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 

be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of servitude   

 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 

appropriate legislation   



 

       *       *       *       *       * 


